
 

 

  Fall 

Our Lived Experience 
I love this time of year, the crispness in the air, 
and the rhythm of the rain. It reminds me of a an 
everyday memory when my children were young 
and we would pile on the couch in front of a fire 
with a good book. I’m grateful for the 
opportunity to create a similar experience with 
your children at school. I hope you had the 
opportunity to make everyday memories with 
your family this weekend. 

September 16, 2018 

Room 307 Wants You! 
• Room Parent 

• Boomerang Stuffer on Tuesday 

• White board dry erase marker and old sock/student 

• Hang Art/Student work 

• Making copies/laminating 

• Support students working on our class newspaper 

Changing our self-talk from I can’t do it to…. I can’t do it yet. 

Upcoming Events 

Sept. 18 

Sept. 19 

Sept. 25 

Sept. 28 

Boomerangs Home! 

Early Release, 1:20 

Dismissal 

Picture Day 

Boomerangs Home 

Scholastic Order Deadline 

Growth Mindset 

Sept. 26 Early Release, 1:20 

Dismissal 

There is a Shoreline Hi Cap Parent Association. Their goals are 
to build community, support educators, increase awareness and 
advocate for the needs of Highly Capable students. If you 
would like to join or get more information, you can contact the 
group at shoreline.hicap.advocacy@gmail.com. 

Hi Cap Association 
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Building Community 

1

We started our year by engaging in 
activities that build community and 
help us learn about each other.  

For the “Cup Stack”, we worked in 
teams to stack cups in a particular 
pattern. However, we couldn’t 
touch the cups! We had a tool that 
was a piece of twine for each person 
on the team tied to one rubber 
band. Each student only had power 
over his or her twine. We had to 
work together to manipulate the 
tool and stack the cups! 

We participated in a number of activities to help us practice being a 
strong team member and build community. 
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For the Marshmallow Tower, 
students worked as a team to build 
the tallest freestanding tower they 
could in ten minutes. The most 
exciting part was letting go to see if 
they would stand! Students had 
many creative ideas! It was so 
exciting to watch! 

Another team building activity was 
the Human Knot. Students reached 
across their circle and held the hand 
of someone on the other side. They 
had to untangle themselves without 
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letting go. We discovered if one set 
of students aren’t holding the other 
set’s hands, we end up separate. 
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I wanted to let you know 
about an amazing 
opportunity that has arisen. 
Now that we have a 4/5 split, 
Ms. Cox has been given a 
certificated teacher for an 
hour and a half per day, to 
help support her classroom. 
She has generously offered to 
share some time with our 
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room for math. Our plan is 
that I will have all of the 4th 
grade Highly Capable Math 
students for 30 minutes. We 
will participate in Number 
Talks, visual patterning and 
other exercises that increase 
student conceptual 
understanding and flexibility 
with numbers.  Then Ms. 
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Hartje will take 12 students 
for the lesson. The benefits of 
our plan include a reduction 
in class size for the lesson and 
it provides an opportunity for 
the 4th graders in the split to 
participate academically with 
their peers. I think it will be a 
wonderful solution to our 
numbers. I know it is hard to 

Math Update!               

Math Update continued on Page 3 
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We are beginning our reading 
adventure with a unit on Agency 
and Independence. I love this unit 
because it helps students take 
ownership of their reading life and 
learn the strategies of a powerful   
reader! 
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We will begin writing with a 
narrative inspired by our 
creative creature! We are 
excited to create a 
remarkable world where our 
creature will come to life! I 
can’t wait to read what your 

children develop! 
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Smoothing Out the 
Kinks 

Thank you for all of your help working out our kinks! 
Here are some solutions we found.  

• I will send our Newsletter via email 
• Info for parents in Boomerang once a week 
• Homework in orange folder 
• Homework –Writing About Reading & Math 
• Math homework will be a game or Counter 

Argument 
• Counter Argument is one example where our 

strategy doesn’t work. 

How did they turn their 
cup upside down 
without letting go of the 
twine? 
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wait until things fall into place, I 
want you to know how much I 
appreciated your patience as we 
looked for solutions that are good for 
kids. 

We are moving into algebra on 
Tuesday. We will examine the 
power of algebra to test an infinite 
number of hypotheses. We’ll explore 

           Math Update Continued… 
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PEMDAS, the use of variables and 
exponents and we’ll practice using 
bar models to help us visually 
solve real world problems. It 
should be exciting!  

Students will have a Counter 
Argument Challenge on Tuesday 
for homework! They are trying to 
find one example where our 
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“Magic Trick” doesn’t work! 
The also will play First to 100 
with family at home. The game 
is attached to their homework. 
You can choose what night to 
play. There’s a place to sign on 
the homework sheet. 

 

Reading                  Writing          


